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Discussions with the ALD

• No new meeting since last GM. However, from last time: 

• “He encouraged sPHENIX to apply to be a CERN “recognized 
experiment” – based on discussions with CERN management” 

• We’ve had very preliminary discussions with Maria Chamizo Llatas and 
Ming Liu about the specific resources MAPS will need.  Need to collect 
similar specifics regarding GEMs. 

• Have drafted the questionnaire part of the application, need to draft a letter 

• “Recognized experiments must have substantial participation of physicists 
from several CERN Member States.” – need to contact IB members from 
sPHENIX institutions in CERN member states to make sure they approve 
being named in this context.

 

 

From	the	ALD’s	Desk		
RHIC	News	Bulletin	Update	

December	2016	
 
 
As	we	reflect	on	the	Holiday	season,	it	is	timely	to	remind	
ourselves	that	 an	important	element	of	our	culture	is	the	daily	
practice	of	the	 qualities	that	make	it	possible	for	a	large	and	
diverse	community	 to	work	together	--	tolerance,	openness,	and	
respect	–	regardless	 of	nationality,	ethnicity,	race,	gender,	
sexual	orientation,	religious	 belief,	age	or	disability.	The	
management	of	Brookhaven	National	Laboratory	is	committed	
to	vigorously	uphold	these	principles	in	accordance	with	our	
expressed	values.	However,	 creating	such	a	culture	of	inclusion,	
mutual	trust	and	respect	cannot	solely	rely	on	official	policies	
and	practices,	but	depends	on	 everyone’s	personal	action	and	
responsibility.	We	urge	you	to	commit	yourself	to	helping	us	
sustain	such	an	inclusive	environment	at	BNL	and	at	all	
professional	venues	where	 BNL	users	are	present.	

	
 
RHIC	Run-17:		Preparations	for	Run-17,	which	is	scheduled	to	commence	on	
February	6,		2017,	are	continuing	apace.	The	24	cryo-week	run	plan	includes	12.5	
weeks	of	transverse	polarized	p+p	running	at	510	GeV,	4	weeks	running	of	Au+Au	at	
62.4	GeV,	as	well	as	1	week	for	the	RHICf	experiment	and	2	weeks	dedicated	to	the	
Coherent	electron	Cooling	(CeC)	Proof-of-Principle	experiment.	The	510	GeV	p+p	
run,	which	addresses	NP	Milestone	HP13	(measurement	of	the	sign	change	in	the	
proton	Sivers	function),	has	an	integrated	luminosity	goal	of	400	pb-1	and	was	
assigned	highest	priority	by	the	2016	PAC.		
	
sPHENIX:	The	sPHENIX	Upgrade	project	was	granted	Critical	Decision	0	(Mission	
Need)	by	the	Office	of	Science	on	September	27.	The	CD-0	designation	expresses	the	
commitment	of	DOE	to	carry	out	the	project,	if	the	funding	environment	permits	it.	
The	sPHENIX	project	team,	led	by	Ed	O’Brien,	is	now	busy	preparing	for	the	CD-1	
review	for	alternative	selection	and	determination	of	a	cost	range	for	the	project,	
which	is	currently	planned	for	June	2017.	
 
RHIC	Users	Meeting:	The	2017	RHIC/AGS	Annual	Users	Meeting	will	be	held	June	
20–23	at	BNL.	The	Users	Meeting	will	feature	a	special	session	dedicated	to	BNL’s	
70th	anniversary	next	year.	
	
eRHIC	R&D:		The	EIC	Accelerator	R&D	Community	Panel	chaired	by	Kevin	Jones	
(ORNL)	met	November	29	–	December	2	in	Rockville,	MD	to	receive	input	from	BNL,	
JLab	and	university	scientists	on	R&D	needs	for	a	future	Electron-Ion	Collider.	The	
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Upcoming talks

Dear Dave and Gunther, 

The RHIC and AGS Users meeting will be held at BNL on June 20-23, 2017.     

I would like to invite the sPHENIX Collaboration to present an sPHENIX 
HiLights talk, on Friday June 22nd.    The talk should cover the sPHENIX 
scientific plan but perhaps also a progress report on Construction and 
Project plans.  The talk is scheduled to last 25 minutes with 5 minutes for 
questions. 

I would be delighted to hear your thoughts and advice. 

Cheers, 
Jim Thomas, for the 
RHIC and AGS Users Executive Committee

Dear Dave & Gunther 

We are organizing the jet workshop on RHIC/AGS User’s meeting.  We would like to have a speaker 

on sPHENIX.  The talk will be 25+5’.  We would like talks in this workshop to address how we can get 

quantitative information about the QGP from measurements of jets.  We would appreciate if you 

could recommend a speaker for us to invite. 

The User’s Meeting is June 20-23.  The workshop will be on June 20 in the afternoon.  We prefer 

speakers who can attend the majority of the rest of the meeting.  The meeting’s website is here: 

https://www.bnl.gov/aum2017/ 

We would appreciate if you considered both diversity and how the talk could help the speaker’s 

career.  We would appreciate an answer by April 17. 

Sincerely, 

Christine, Jaki, Kolja, and Nate

Need nominations (self-nominations are always welcome!) for 
RHIC Users’ meeting talks

Hi Dave and Gunther,

We would like to have one talk on spin and proton structure physics 
with sPHENIX, which will be part of the future experiments 
component of the spin and proton structure half-day workshop on 
June 20th.  April 28th is the deadline for confirmed speakers, but the 
sooner the better.  Please let me know if you need any additional 
information from me.  Thank you for your time.

Regards,
Mike Joe Osborn

https://www.bnl.gov/aum2017/


Even more speakers needed
Dear Dave and Guenther, 

we are planning an RBRC workshop on Synergies of pp and pA collisions with an Electron-Ion 
Collider from June 26 - 28 2017 at BNL. 
While a tremendous amount of effort is being expended toward the research and development of a 
future Electron-Ion Collider (EIC), any data from such a machine will need to be analyzed in the 
context of present and upcoming measurements at RHIC and the LHC.  In this workshop we would 
like to obtain an overview of how the planned pp and pA data taking especially utilizing the forward 
detector upgrades at RHIC and the LHC can be leveraged to stimulate further theoretical 
developments necessary to interpret data from a future EIC. 

We would like to invite (f)sPHENIX to give a talk to summarize the planned future pp and pA 
measurements with a focus on the forward detector upgrades at sPHENIX. The talk should discuss 
how these measurements can be leveraged to stimulate further theoretical developments necessary 
to interpret data from a future EIC, and how they can provide critical tests of  factorization and 
universality between pp / pA and ep / eA. 

We would very much appreciate if you could let us know at your earliest convenience who the 
sPHENIX speaker is. 

The web page with with detailed information for the workshop can be found here https://
www.bnl.gov/pppa17/ 

The direct link to the registration for the workshop is https://www.bnl.gov/pppa17/reg/
step1.php#form 
Please register at your earliest convenience. 

With best regards, 
Elke-Caroline Aschenauer, Markus Diehl, Thomas Peitzmann, Joern Putschke, Ralf Seidl, Matt Sievert, 
and Anna Staśto

Dear Gunther and Dave, 

The 17th International Conference on Strangeness in Quark Matter (SQM 
2017) will be held from 10-15 July 2017 in Utrecht, the Netherlands. The 
conference website is available at http://www.sqm2017.nl.  

On behalf of the Organising Committee, it is my pleasure to invite the 
sPHENIX Collaboration to give a plenary talk on “Status of the sPHENIX 
experiment” (25 min) in the “Detector upgrades and physics perspectives" 
session.  
In the scope of this conference series (strangeness and open heavy flavour) we 
would like to ask you to put special emphasis on the foreseen heavy-flavour 
measurements. 

We hope you accept the invitation and would like to ask you for a 
confirmation before 30 March 2017. Thank you very much for your interest. 

With best regards, 
André Mischke for the organisers 

Not getting much response to calls for nominations 
Is there a better mechanism for ID’ing potential speakers?

http://www.sqm2017.nl/


Preparing for PAC, CDR, and CD-1

• very rapid and encouraging progress in tracking, 
including silicon and TPC - pattern recognition, 
momentum reconstruction, secondary vertexing 

• discussion later in this meeting about simulations strategy 

• foundation for projections would be a nominal multi-year 
run plan – a write up is expected soon and that will give a 
basis for discussion and iteration with collaboration and 
EC. 


